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Six
Mortimer and the Percys

n 1402, the Anglo–Norman Mortimer family was the greatest in the March of 
Wales. Established at Wigmore immediately after the Norman Conquest, the 
Mortimers had since been unrelenting in their efforts to take possession of 

Welsh and Marcher lands. They achieved this through conquest, royal reward and 
marriage. They had managed to keep these lands through the coercion and oppres-
sion of the Welsh and by the shrewd fostering of good relationships with a succession 
of English monarchs. Over time, their persistence and loyalty had paid them hand-
some dividends. During the war that had brought about the demise of Llywelyn ap 
Gruffudd and the conquest of Wales, Roger Mortimer had been one of the closest 
confidants of King Edward I and had been entrusted with the military command of 
mid-Wales until his death in October 1282.1 Indeed, Llywelyn had been killed deep 
in Mortimer territory, in December of that year. It is quite possible that he had been 
inveigled into the area for that purpose by two of his distant relatives, the sons of the 
recently deceased Roger Mortimer.2 The Mortimer family was amply rewarded for its 
part in the conquest of Wales and the defeat of Llywelyn: it was granted conquered 
lands that it had striven to control for over two hundred years. By 1400, in addition to 
its extensive lands in England, the Mortimer family had gained sixteen lordships in 
Wales and the March.3 It owned the impressive castle at Ludlow, which had become 
its principal residence because it was more formidable and less exposed to Welsh 
attacks than its smaller castle at Wigmore. The family drew more than two-thirds 
of its £3,400 annual income from its Welsh estates.4 Only the King himself and the 
fitzAlan earls of Arundel owned lands in the March of comparable value. Such was 
the importance of its Marcher estates to the Mortimer family that when Roger Mor-
timer (d.1330) had obtained comital status for the family in 1328, he adopted Earl of 
March as his title.

Edmund Mortimer, 3rd Earl of March, had married Philippa, a grand-daughter of 
Edward III through his second surviving son, Lionel of Antwerp, Duke of Clarence. 
The Earl had died suddenly in 1381 whilst campaigning in Ireland.5 By the time of 
his death, he and Philippa had produced four children: Elizabeth, Roger, Philippa 
and Edmund. Roger, the elder son, had been in his minority at his father’s death and 
did not secure his inheritance as the 4th Earl until 1393. Roger was a descendant of 
Edward III, albeit through the maternal line, and so was a cousin of Richard II. More-
over, he was also a descendant of Llywelyn ab Iorwerth (Llywelyn Fawr) through the 

1 An excellent summary of the history of the Mortimer family prior to these events is in Pugh, pp. 64–87.
2 Roger Lestrange and John Giffard were leaders of the force that killed him: Davies, R R (1987), p. 353.
3 The Mortimer family’s lands included extensive estates in Blaenllyfni, Caerleon, Ceri, Cedewain, Den-
bigh, Maelienydd and Radnor: Davies, R R (1987), pp. 466–472.
4 Davies, R R (1987), p. 395.
5 At the Dominican friary at Cork, after a short illness that had started with a chill he had contracted whilst 
crossing a river: Otway–Ruthven, p. 315; Pugh, p. 70.


