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Nine
I Pray to You, Destroy Glyn Dŵr!

he significant advances that Glyn Dŵr’s revolt made in the second half of 
1403 were due in some measure to the unofficial but enthusiastic involve-
ment of the French. Despite a truce that Richard II had controversially signed 

in 1396 and which had been ratified by Henry IV as recently as June 1403, France 
and England were once again openly hostile to each other, if not quite at war.1 How-
ever, both sides’ abilities to wage an effective campaign were curtailed by their own 
troubles at home. Henry had to keep a weather eye on the machinations of the rival 
factions at the French court. England was regularly engaged in arms against Glyn 
Dŵr and the Scots, whilst French, Flemish and Breton privateers menacingly roamed 
the Channel. At home, Henry’s grip on the Crown was less secure than ever so he 
was alert to those who disputed his succession, most notably those championing the 
rights of the young Earl of March. In France, Charles VI suffered bouts of mental ill-
ness during which the governance of the country was contested between his younger 
brother Louis, Duke of Orléans, and one of his uncles, Philip the Bold, Duke of Bur-
gundy. Louis was a committed supporter of aggression against England: he had even 
been excluded, with the Count of St Pôl, from the truce that Henry had ratified with 
the rest of France.2 The French, with a view to reducing England’s military capabil-
ity against them, had long encouraged the Scots to keep up pressure on the north of 
England. Despite the truce, French troops had been involved in campaigns against 
the English, as at Homildon, and French ships, nominally under the command of the 
Admiral of Scotland, had been harrying English shipping.3 A successful uprising in 
Wales would give the French an opportunity to put pressure on England on an addi-
tional front. It might even provide an alternative route into England, a second bridge-
head for a long-cherished, full-scale invasion of England. Some in England had often 
speculated that Wales could be her Achilles heel should the French consider an inva-
sion. To Louis, Duke of Orléans, these considerations clearly merited giving Glyn 
Dŵr at least some ad hoc military support. That support materialized in late 1403, in 
the form of men and matériel.

The men from France were supported by some from Brittany, its ally against Eng-
land at the time despite Henry’s marriage to Joan of Navarre, the mother of John V, 
the fourteen years old Duke of Brittany.4 These troops would have been welcomed 
by the Welsh leader but he probably more appreciated the matériel. In particular, he 
needed more siege weapons and ships. Already a leading naval power, the English 
had access to hundreds of ships with which to provision its beleaguered castles and 

1 ROGD, p. 191.
2 Annales, p. 372.
3 ROGD, p. 192.
4 John V, who was then under the wardship of Philip, Duke of Burgundy, married Jeanne, a daughter of 
King Charles VI, in the following year: Wylie, iii, p. 101.


