I Pray To You, Destroy Glyn Dŵr!
not been taken.1 This raid may have prompted the King, on 20th October, to ask the
Sheriff of Herefordshire, John Bodenham, to inform him of what he may hear of
Glyn Dŵr and to state brazenly that he would go to ‘meet the traitor and with the aid
of God destroy him’.2 On 23rd October, the King wrote a letter to his Council from
Bristol asking them to issue letters of protection to some of those who were to serve
with Beauchamp in the defence of Brecon. He added in his own hand an explanation
for his actions that seems to carry an implicit threat: he wrote the epigram ‘Necessity knows no law’ in Latin before continuing in French, ‘Therefore, we wish that
our letters of protection be made out in accordance with the contents of this letter,
seeing that war having been made against us in our kingdom we can suspend all
Edward, 2nd Duke of York
Edward, 2nd Duke of York, had been
born about 1373, probably in Norwich.
He had succeeded to the dukedom in
1402 after the death of his father, the first
Duke, Edmund of Langley. As Earl of
Rutland, he had displaced Robert de Vere
as Richard II’s favourite after the battle
of Radcot Bridge in 1387. Jean de Creton
wrote that Richard ‘loved him exceedingly,
more than any other man in the kingdom’
Six years younger than Richard, he was
cultivated and intelligent, and he took after
his Castilian mother in looks. As with de
Vere’s, Edward’s relationship with Richard
was possibly homosexual, despite the
King’s attempts to marry him off. Although
he later married the much older Phillipa
de Mohun, they never had children. He
had been loosely implicated in the murder
at Calais, on Richard’s command, of his
uncle the Duke of Gloucester.
However, his fidelity to Richard had
its limits. He had been with him in 1399
when the King’s troops had landed in
south Wales from Ireland shortly after
Bolingbroke’s landing at Ravenspur.
Edward had deserted the King when he
had heard that his father was in support of
Bolingbroke. He had summarily dismissed
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the King’s troops who were under
his command and left the King to make
his own way to Conway. Although this
had gained him royal support when Henry
became King, he was later despised at
court, where he was submitted to verbal
abuse and articulate silences. He had soon
become embroiled in the plot to assassinate
Henry and his sons in January 1400 but
seemingly lost his nerve and informed on
his co-conspirators; not for the last time,
Edward was forgiven. He went with the
King on his Scottish expedition of August
1400 and later held military commands in
Guienne.
A courtier with an uncanny ability
to get out of trouble, Edward became an
occasional member of both the King’s
and the Prince’s councils and acquired
a significant reputation as a military
commander. He was about thirty when
given military responsibility in south
Wales. Henry IV could never quite trust
him completely: it was not until after that
king’s death that the sentence York had
incurred in 1399 as a despised courtier of
Richard II had finally been annulled. He
had more influence with Prince Henry who
was to rely heavily on him in his struggle
to defeat Glyn Dŵr. He stayed loyal to
Henry until his death.
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