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enham, the Sheriff of Hereford, reported to the King’s Council that the Welsh rebels
had entered the area to the west of the River Wye, between Hereford and Monmouth,
where they were burning houses, killing or capturing their occupants and threatening, so his spies told him, that worse would ensue in eight days.1 He further wrote
that the troops that Richard of Conisborough now had in the area were too few to
help.2 The King acted immediately. He was probably too ill to lead his own host into
Wales as he was suffering from one of the first of many bouts of ill-health to plague
him during his life.3 Nevertheless, on 14th June, he ordered the forces of four counties
to muster at Hereford to aid his cousin in a counter-attack.4 He also ordered Prince
Henry to Worcester to assess the situation and to direct operations in the area. On
26th June, the assessment that the Prince sent to his father from Worcester was not
gratifying reading. He confirmed that the rebels of south Wales were burning and
destroying parts of Herefordshire, that they had provisions enough for fifteen days
and that they had put William Beauchamp, Lord of Abergavenny in peril at his castle. The Prince believed that they had stopped making havoc but were still assembled
‘with all their power for some important object’.
In his report, he commended Richard Beauchamp, the Earl of Warwick, for providing a finely turned out host at his own very heavy expense.5 The Prince also sent
a letter to the Chancellor, Thomas fitzAlan, reminding the archbishop of his ‘poor
estate’ and informing him that, to keep his troops from deserting, he had once more
been forced to pawn some of his valuables, this time a small silver vessel.6 His was
an all too common complaint: the English response to the revolt had been dogged
by lack of money. Troops left their service because they were unpaid. This was natural because theirs was a dangerous occupation and only made remotely attractive
to most by the high rates of pay. Soldiers in the ranks were unwilling to put their
lives at risk for no reward. Desertion had not yet been made a capital offence: it was
merely a breach of contract. The terms of their service were set out in their indentures and if they were not paid according to these terms they had every right to walk
away. Because of the depredations in Wales, the revenues from it had dwindled to
almost nothing so Prince Henry had to pay his soldiers by other means. He used the
revenues from his Duchy of Cornwall, which parliament had suggested should be
restored to its former extent to aid in this purpose.7 He bolstered these funds with
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