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homage and moderate services such as, when given sufficient notice, accompanying
the king on military campaigns. In effect, they held their lands as marcher lords, virtually free from judicial, financial, administrative and governmental interference by
the king, his parliament or other lords. Whilst undoubtedly welcome, these privileges
also highlighted the disparity in social standing between the barwniaid and their
English counterparts. Glyn Dŵr’s annual income was estimated in 1400 to be three
hundred marks or £200: a large amount for a Welshman but not excessive by English
baronial standards.1 Nevertheless, with this income and his local standing, Glyn Dŵr
would have been a very eligible bachelor. This fact was not lost on Dafydd (or David)
Hanmer, a distinguished lawyer who was once joint Justiciar of South Wales, for he
allowed his daughter, Marged, to marry Glyn Dŵr.
The Hanmers were an established family from Maelor Saesneg, a part of Flintshire
in north-east Wales that lay to the east of the Dee. They took their name from a local
mere but they appear to have derived their early fortune from Thomas of Macclesfield, a servant of Edward I into whose custody Glyndyfrdwy was once placed during
the minority of Glyn Dŵr’s great-grandfather, Madog.2 Although, its roots were English, the Hanmer family was, at the time of Glyn Dŵr’s marriage, just as much Welsh.
By that time, this was quite common for border families of such standing. David
Hanmer had strong Welsh connections. His father had married the daughter of a
Welshman from Maelor Saesneg (who rejoiced in the striking Welsh name of Dafydd
ap Rhirid ab Ynyr ap Jonas of Llanerch Banna); she became Hanmer’s mother.3 Hanmer himself had married into another prominent Welsh family when he had taken
as his bride Angharad, a daughter of Llywelyn Ddu ap Gruffudd ab Iorwerth Foel
one of the most prominent Welshmen in nearby Chirkland.4 Angharad bore David
at least four children: a daughter, Marged, and three sons, Gruffudd, Philip and John.
Gruffudd was the eldest son: he became the acting legal attorney to the principality
of North Wales.5 John held important posts in the government of Flintshire. Philip
was also most likely a lawyer. All four children were probably Welsh speaking, as
may have been their father and certainly their mother. In June 1377, David Hanmer
was appointed as one of the King’s Serjeants-at-Law and as such attended the parliament at Gloucester in 1378 and that at Northampton two years later at which he was
also a member of the Commons for Herefordshire. On 26th February 1383, he was
promoted to Justice of the King’s Bench. This was a hugely important position and
one of the highest to which a lawyer could aspire. It entailed his sitting in judgement
on cases brought before the king.6 It is possible that Glyn Dŵr and Marged married
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Llanerch Banna is now Penley: Lloyd, p. 24 n. 7. His father was Philip Hanmer.
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Lloyd, p. 24 n. 7; ROGD, p. 137.
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Gruffudd Hanmer may have married a sister of Gwilym and Rhys ap Tudur (either Angharad, as her
second husband, as in Carr (1), p. 227, or Gwerfil, as in Evans, H T, p. 156 n. 17).
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In 1383, Hanmer seems to have had no qualms accepting as reward the sequestered lands of some supporters of Owain Lawgoch: Carr (4), pp. 18, 60.
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