The Delightful Eagle
their request: he replied that when such unworthy persons had been identified their
rewards would be revoked.1 Given that many Welshmen had benefited from Richard’s favour and that many of these would have been deemed ‘unworthy persons’ by
the new regime, this petition would have spread dismay and uncertainty across north
Wales regardless of the extent to which its intentions were carried out. That kind of
antagonism was not what a usurping regime should sensibly provoke.
As a usurper, Henry’s hold on his crown was distinctly tenuous. Many believed he
had no right to it; for, although Richard had lately been as unpopular in England as
possibly any monarch had ever been, by birth he had a stronger claim to be king than
had Henry. Moreover, many did not accept that a king, even an errant one, could be
deposed in the way that Richard had been. Before enticing him out of Conway, Henry
appears to have promised—through Henry Percy and Thomas fitzAlan, who swore
their fidelity on the host in Conway Castle’s chapel—that Richard would remain king.
Henry, as many observed, had ridden roughshod over legalities. Richard had been in
custody and under duress when he had supposedly abdicated and had been given no
right of reply to the charges laid against him. Few believed that such an abdication
was lawful and although many were prepared to accept the fait accompli many others
were not.
On 17th December 1399, at the house of the Abbot of Westminster, the Earls of
Rutland, Huntingdon, Kent and Salisbury met to plan the murder of the King and
his sons. That, Ralph Lumley, a close associate of Henry Percy, the Earl of Northumberland, was one of the conspirators in the plot suggests that the wily, old earl was
also aware of it and possibly encouraging it.2 The assassination was to take place at
Windsor, where festivities called ‘Mummynge’ were being arranged for Epiphany.3
Rutland apparently lost his nerve; he told his father of the plot and details of it were
given to the King. The conspirators were caught and executed but not before premature news of the King’s assassination had reached the expectant organizers of an
uprising at Chester. Those sympathetic to the earls’ conspiracy were to have taken
up arms and to have met the main body of the rebels at Shrewsbury on 14th January.4
Unaware of the failure of the earls’ uprising, the Chester conspirators attempted to
storm the castle in which the Sheriff of Cheshire, John Mascy of Puddington, and the
castle’s constable, William Venables, commanded the garrison of eight men-at-arms
and thirty-five archers.5 That parts of north Wales were similarly agitated is likely.6
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