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The First Year of Revolt
n Tuesday, 14th September 1400, William Venables, the Constable of Chester, strengthened the garrison there on account of ‘the insurrection in North
Wales’.1 Two days later, on St Lambert’s Day, a small band of men gathered
at Owain Glyn Dŵr’s lordship of Glyndyfrdwy. As well as Glyn Dŵr, the gathering
included his son Gruffudd; his brother Tudur; three of his brothers-in-law (Gruffudd Hanmer, Philip Hanmer and Robert Puleston); Hywel Cyffin, the Dean of St
Asaph with his two nephews; Crach Ffinnant, who (from his description as propheta)
was possibly Glyn Dŵr’s brud poet; and, most likely, John Kynaston, the Steward of
Maelor Saesneg.2 It is said that the group declared Glyn Dŵr ‘Prince of Wales’ and
resolved on a course of action that would change for ever their lives and those of all
who lived in Wales or its marches.3 The faint but still distinct echoes of their enterprise even now reverberate around Wales and its border.
The initial focus of their endeavour was the borough of Ruthin. Like many other
English boroughs in Wales, Ruthin lay within a substantial stone wall and was overlooked by an imposing castle. In Ruthin’s case, the castle was Reginald Grey’s. It and
the walled borough were sited on a hill with sloping sides to the north, east and down
to the Afon Clwyd, which ran against the western side of the borough and against
which stood an impressive stone mill house; the slope of the hill to the south was
gentler. The borough was centred on St Peter’s Square slightly away from the castle.
This square, around which traders and artisans’ houses stood, was named after the
impressive collegiate church situated on its northern edge. The square contained the
stone, Maen Huail, at which, according to the sixteenth century writer Elis Gruffudd, Arthur of the Britons supposedly cut off the head of a rival in love. Both the
church and its adjacent grammar school—a novelty even in England at the time—
were founded with the borough in 1284. Although, the town has been attacked and
Messham, p. 2. The use of ‘North Wales’ by Venables suggests Anglesey, Caernarfonshire and Merionethshire but it could be more general. This and the early involvement of men like Dafydd ap Cadwaladr
Ddu (see supra p. 75 n.) may indicate that trouble had been brewing in north Wales for some time or that
Venables had caught wind of Glyn Dŵr’s planned uprising.
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Hywel Cyffin’s full name was Hywel ap Madog ap Cyffin; his two nephews were Ieuan Fychan of Moeliwrch (OS GR SJ 202289) and Gruffudd ab Ieuan of Lloran Uchaf (SJ 162271). Also in the group were:
Ieuan ab Iorwerth ab Einion; Ieuan ap Tudur alias John Estwick ; Madog ab Ieuan ap Madog of Eyton (SJ
348437), whose wife Marged was a sister of Adda Moel who had married Glyn Dŵr’s sister Isabel; and
Ieuan ap Hywel Pickhill, owner of land in Bromfield and the mill at Trevalyn, who had probably been an
esquire of the late Richard fitzAlan: Lloyd, p. 31; ROGD, pp. 1, 142; Goodman, p. 70 n. 8; Sayles, p. 114.
Pickhill is at SJ 388469. On 30th September 1397, the messuage and lands Ieuan ap Hywel had farmed at
Le Pas in Bromfield for 20s a year had been granted to someone else for life ‘by the service of one rose
yearly’: Pratt (1981), p. 130. John Kynaston was also steward of the lordships of Mold and Ellesmere:
ROGD, p. 199. He was related to Glyn Dŵr in that he had married Annes (or Agnes), a sister of Glyn
Dŵr’s mother-in-law: ROGD, p. 140.
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Usk, p. 78.
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